e Mont;

.-i:ﬂ:'.r:-'rf)’ I!"::,-:f"'ﬁl:r .-f’m'.:'.n'.'.'r{;-ff i -r.;?#w-t{.rﬂ{ﬁf
/ v

ko

jﬂ&ﬂ; 2009

e

staying connected on the latest happenings...
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“Just nine days! Mine
days is all we had
and they gave us a
pie of work to do
- a reseanch essay
on  Hasidic Jews,
Greek vocabulary and
something on the early
church councils. Just
nine days!" Sowent my
complaint at the end
of our first semester
during my  second
vear in Seminary.
The nine days did not
include Christmas
Day, Boxing Day (the
day after Christmas)
or Sundays. But |
remember feeling like
the Christmas break
was going 1o pass me
by that year and | was
dreading the New Year
with all that it held in
stora.

Maybe you dread what
the Mew Year has in
store - the economy,
iness;, pressure at
work, dealing with
relationships - Well
God loves © take us
when we ane in those
places and =&t us
on a path to peace,
joy and victory, He is
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the expert at drying
tears, calming fears,
injecting courage into
anxious hearts and
rermoving the sting out
of painful memories.
He makes all things
new., He delights to
lead us forward.

Cne of my favorite
Verses is [saiah 30:18,
It says, “TheLord longs
to be gracious 1o vou.
He rises to show you
compassion.”  What
do you want for 20097
Only you can complete
the question, “What if |
could?" Where would
vou like to be? What
state of mind? Try to
picture what it might
ook like. Each day
will then contribute 1o
the wision you have
for your life. Release
vour outcome to the
one who “longs to be
gracious to YOU",

After complaining for a
while | decided there
wasz not much to gain
by it. My grades for my
first year in Seminary
weare not very good
and so | determined
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that Christmas that, if
| had to work all those
NINE days, | was going
to do the very best |
could. The work was
still there and it was, at
times, tiresome. But
at the end of that vear
|l achieved a 2-1 (about
a 3.85 GPA) - far better
than anything | had
managed up Jntil that
time. It came down to
me; my attitude; my
desire to take on life as
it presented itself, my
choice to commit it to
God (albeit with a dose
of “it’s not fair™ thrown
inj. Interestingly it was
not the grades that
produced the long
lasting effect. God
did someathing deeper.
He softened my heart,
increasged my  peace
and worked on a “can-
do' attitude in me.

So today, as vou put
vour hand in His, |
wish you and your
family a wery Happy
and prosperous Mew
Year.
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January 11 - Welcoma Lunch

January 14 - Sarving dinner at
Danver Rascue Mission, 7:30

January 17 - Woman's Brunch
January 18 - Plug into Lifa
January 20 - Philippines meeting
January 25 - Plug into Life

January 30-31 - Leadership
Saminar

February 1 - Plug into Lifa
February T - Women's Study
February 8 - Plug into Lifa

February 12 - Sarving dinner at
Danver Rascue Mission, 7:30

February 22 - Welcome Lunch

February 25 - All-Ministry
Laaders’ Meeting

March 25 - Community Group
Laaders’ Meeting

March 21 - April 4 - Studant
LIFE Philippinas Mission THp

For acditional information on thess daes,
pleass vist our Wahsits oy
o contact the choreh affice af 00, 77,0301,
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Thank you for your work on
A Night In Bethlehem

We are so grateful fo our
aver 80 waluntesrs who
gave aof themselves and
worked tirelassly to make
A Might in Bethleham a
success. With almost 500
in attendance we wera abla
to provide a truly special
avaning for all those who
attended, our artists, and
mary who do mot regularly
attend churnch.

We'va mceived wonderful
reports from those who at-
tended. Cne gentleman who
attended brought his fam-

ily becausa his neighbor at-
tends the church and invitad
them. He told me some of
his story. He'd grown up
in church, forced fo go wntil
he completed his catechism
which ha hated. He found it
antiraly boring and iralavant
to his life.

Aftar that, when he was giv-
an a choice whethar to at-
tend church or not, he choss
to newver attend church
again. But ha respecis his
neighbars, and when they
invited him to A MNight in
Bethleherm he  thought it
sounded  interasting. He
checked out our website
and was infrigued by what
he read about our children's
work. He practically guoted
ouwr wabsite whara we say,

g dpe Hiickars
“We believe living life with
God is the greatest and most
axciting life wouw can live.
So church should be a
great and esciting time for
children!” He said that had
never been his esperance
growing up and said that the
night was incredible, and
truly fit info our description
of “great and exciting” for
his whola family. He took me
around and found his chil-
dran, wanting me to meet
them, and asked that we be
sure ta let him know of other
spacial avants we have for
childran in the future. | as-
surad him wa would!

Anather family from  the
church tald me in tears how
they had invited their un-
churched neighbors. When
this family left that nigkt
they tald them how theny fel
=0 loved by every aspact of
the night. That is what we
hoped people would faal!

Thara ane many rmare sto-
ries! Know that God uwsed
this evening to begin fo
make inroads in the hearts
of men, wamen, arnd chil-
dren by giving them a loving
and positive exparances with
a church community, His
body. Thank you for choos-
ing to partner with us and
give of yourself in service.
You made a differanca!
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Last October as a church community we got to
change lives by putting our Faith in

Action and serving in our community.

At the start of a fresh new year, why not make a
difference in someonea's life by serving dinner at
the Denver Rescue Mission?

Did you know that a team of people serve din-
ner at the Mission each month? This is a great
opportunity for you to connect with someonsa
in need -- either by serving them a hot meal, or
talking and prayimng with them.

This can be something you agree to do each
mionth by vourself, or as a community groug.

This month, a team will be serving at the mis-
sion on Wednesday, January 14th, from
730-9:00. Interested in serving either this
manth or ancther month? Contact Frieda Palmieri
at 303-F73-9855 or fpalma¥@yahoo.com.

MomLs
& Tots

- Meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays
- Food, Fun, & Fellowship!

VINEYARD LEADERSHIP
SIEMIN A“ JANUARY 30TH 7:30 - %:00 P,

JANUARY 318T 3:00 - T1:30 Am.
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