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Colorado in November and 
December is spectacular!  
Easy for those of you whoӚve 
lived here all your life to 
think it is әnormalӚ.  Well it 
isnӚt!  Let me review some of 
the other places I have lived. 
England...often overcast; cold; 
wet and dreary.  California... 
has one temperature year 
round and a layer of smog 
to go with it.  Chicago... has 
two temperatures from mid 
October to mid March... windy 
and cold... or very windy and 
very cold.  Colorado... snows 
one day and the next is bright 
and sunny; the mountains are 
covered and look fantastic! It is 
a great season.

Somehow the Christmas 
season þ ts well in Colorado.  
For me it isnӚt quite complete 
without the snow.

One of my favorite Christmas 
stories is әA Christmas CarolӚ by 
Charles Dickens.  It has been 
made into countless movies 
ð the latest being DisneyӚs 
animated version starring Jim 
Carrey.  Scrooge is a character 
that we all can identify with... 
at least to some extent.  He is 
selþ sh... I have been selþ sh at 
times.  He does not have much 
time for family; his employees 
or others he crosses path 
with.  Sometimes I have not 
cared for those around me as I 
ought to have.  Yet he is given 
a second chance.  In the midst 
of looking at his life he realizes 
that his life isnӚt going that 
well and purposes to change.  
In Dickens story his change 
includes making church a part 
of his life where he goes to 
sing and celebrate Christmas 
after he meets with the three 
ghosts.

In a meaningful way, Dickens 
captured the essence of 
Christmas.  It is all about 
second chances.  It is about a 

God in heaven that sent His son 
so all of us could have another 
chance. The Christmas story 
that shouts GodӚs message 
to humanity ð òI CARE 
ABOUT YOUó.  It involves 
our willingness to listen; to 
recognize the state we are in 
and to change.  Christmas.  
It is about celebration.  It is 
about new beginnings.  It is 
about making new choices.  
So this year, in the midst of 
your Christmas celebrations, 
remember God is the God of 
second chances. 

òFor God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the 
world, but to save the world 
through Him.ó ð John 3:17.
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This months spotlight is on all the amazing folks 
right here at the Littleton Vineyard that helped 
make so many events throughout October and 
November not only successful, but spectacular.  
Throughout the past two months you have 
given above and beyond to many different 
organizations and events.  Included in these 
generous donations was large amounts of 
food to The Open Arms Food Bank, including 
9 turkeys.  In addition you have blessed many 
families in our body with meals and personal 
care. Secondly in the month of November we 
as a church delivered nearly three dozen gift 
stuffed shoeboxes to Operation Christmas 
Child.  In addition to reaching those children 

through Samaritains Purse, you also reached 
out in a big way to the children of LifeChange 
Philippines.  We shipped two giant boxes of gifts, 
medicines, vitamins and clothes to ten children 
who have never received gifts before.  They are 
sure to have a Christmas they will never forget.  
And last but certainly not least, you have help in 
many ways the operations and needs of A Night 
In Bethlehem, not only with your donations, 
but also with your time and talents.  This event 
reaches so many families in our community that 
need to know God is real, and cares about them, 
and your efforts have made that possible. Good  
job family, you have loved well!!
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