
This is YOUR Church

As I sit and write to you, I 
am astounded that October 
is upon us.  September has 
been a great month þ lled with 
baptisms, outreach, retreats, and 
conferences.  The list could go on 
and on.  All this was done with out 
any help from the Senior Pastor 
or his wife who is the co-pastor 
of the church.  Thank you all for 
your help, understanding, and 
cooperation over the last couple 
of months.  

I say this to encourage each 
and every person in the Littleton 
Vineyard Church.  The sabbatical 
period for Ian, our beloved 
Senior Pastor, is coming to an 
end.  I hope it is clear now that 
his absence, although he was 
missed, was not a big deal.  I 
know Ian was refreshed and 
rejuvenated and at the same 
time the impact of his absence 
on the church was minimal.  
During his absence over the last 
two months the church has not 
only survived, but it has thrived.  
This success wouldnӚt have been 
possible without the hard work 
and dedication of so many caring 
people in the church.

I hope that this time of refreshing 
for Ian has been eye opening and 
a good all around experience for 
each and every person in the 
church.  The Littleton Vineyard 
Church isnӚt only the Senior 
PastorӚs church, Ian would be the 
þ rst to tell people this.  It is þ rst 
ChristӚs church and second the 
church of each person who calls 
the Littleton Vineyard their home.  
I hope that the last few months 
have demonstrated this truth.

Just as each of us has one body 
with many members, and these 
members do not all have the 
same function, so in Christ we 
who are many form one body, 
and each member belongs to 
all the others. We have different 
gifts, according to the grace given 
us. If a manӚs gift is prophesying, 
let him use it in proportion to 
his faith.  If it is serving, let him 
serve; if it is teaching, let him 
teach; if it is encouraging, let him 
encourage; if it is contributing to 
the needs of others, let him give 
generously; if it is leadership, 
let him govern diligently; if it 
is showing mercy, let him do it 
cheerfully. (Romans 12:4-8)

The church is your church.  
What ever part of the body we 
might be, we are important.  I 
encourage you to take hold of the 
responsibility to build the church 
and to help the Littleton Vineyard 
Church to impact the world.  IanӚs 
return does not mean that the 
hard work is over.  If things go 
back to how they were in July, 
we will have accomplished little 
as a church body.  Instead, now 
is the most important time for 
us as a church to press forward 
and persevere.  LetӚs press on 
and build the Kingdom of God 
together in unity of the vision 
that Christ has given us:  Loving 
God, Investing in Community, 
Following Jesus, and Engaging 
our World (LIFE).

You as a part of this church 
are vitally important.  I again 
encourage each of us to do what 
we can within our limits.  These 
are exciting times and I look 
forward to moving ahead with 
each and every one of you.   
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